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ADVENT

§§

As children of a loving Creator, baptized into Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, St. Mary’s Faith
Community believes in the power of the Sacred Liturgy which challenges us to faithfully live out
Gospel values of peace and justice.

Following the example of Mary’s openness to God’s call and in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi,
we minister with courtesy and compassion to all people, especially the poor and marginalized.
Reflecting God’s all-inclusive love, we commit ourselves to welcome and affirm the whole
diversity of God’s people.

Our commitment includes educating and forming ourselves into a community that joyfully
celebrates our oneness in Christ. Acknowledging that all gifts come from our Creator, we seek to
become good stewards of all God’s gifts.
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Mass Schedule
Monday—Friday...................... 12:05 pm
Saturday Vigil..............ooeevinninn. 5:00 pm
Sunday.................. 9:00 am and 11:00 am
Holy Days............... 12:05 pm and 5:15 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiinan.n. 4:00 pm
Holy Hour and Adoration
Thursday................ 11:00 am and 5:00 pm
Parish Office Hours
Monday—Friday........... 9:00 am—4:00 pm
Saturday.................. by Appointment Only
Sunday........oooviiiiiiiiii Closed

Basilica Hours
Monday—Friday......... 10:00 am—4:00 pm
Saturday.................... 10:00 am—6:00 pm
Sunday............oevins 8:00 am—1:00 pm

Phone Numbers
Parish Office..................... 602-354-2100
FaX....oooioiiiiiiii, 602-354-2060
Clergy and Staff

Rector and Pastor

Fr. Vincent J. Mesi, OFM...... 602-354-2072
vmesi(@saintmarysbasilica.org

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Micah Muhlen, OFM....... 602-354-2070
mmuhlen@saintmarysbasilica.org

Parish Manager

Jerome Doris..................... 602-354-2069
jdoris@saintmarysbasilica.org
Administrative Assistant

Marriage Prep & Nullity Minister
Camela Fishgold................. 602-354-2062
camela@saintmarysbasilica.org

Adult Formation/RCIA Director

Sr. Anthony Poerio, IBVM.....602-354-2068
religioused@saintmarysbasilica.org

Religious Education and Baptism Director

Linda Raimundo................. 602-354-2100
Iraimundo@saintmarysbasilica.org

Music Director

Gordon Stevenson............... 602-354-2061
gstevenson@saintmarysbasilca.org

Via Assisi Gift Shop Manager

Br. Tito Garcia, OFM............ 602-354-2082
Gift Shop Hours

Monday —Wednesday.................... Closed

Thursday and Friday.....10:00 am—3:00 pm

Saturday................... 10:00 am—6:30 pm

Sunday............c.oeeennn. 9:00 am—1:00 pm

St. Vincent de Paul............. 602-354-2097
Parish Website

www.saintmarysbasilica.org

Dear Friends,
Peace and all Good!

Today the Church begins in solemn order a new beginning in the Season
of Advent. We move from Year C in the Lectionary to Year A, the year
of St. Matthew’s Gospel. On most Sundays of this new liturgical year, we
will hear the story of Jesus in his land according to Matthew. I encourage
all of us to prepare for our Sunday Eucharist by reading the readings for
the coming Sunday in advance. May we honor the integrity of Advent so
as to prepare and appreciate Christmastide. “Today Christmas has
devoured Advent, gobbled it up...For much of America, Christmas ar-
rives nearly as an afterthought: not the beginning but only the end of the
long Yule season that has burned up without stop.” (Joseph Bottum)
While it is a good and delightful thing to celebrate holiday gatherings
before Christmas, nonetheless, we are called to do some serious
preparation for the coming of Christ. Let’s put our priority on the
Sunday Advent readings. You may wish to use one of them at the dinner
table as you light your family Advent wreath. And let us remember, that
Christmas is not just one day. We begin on Christmas Eve and end the
Christmas Season on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord—on January 9,
2011. There are 16 days of Christmas to be celebrated! Let us together
prepare the way of the Lord!

Our Advent Season contains many lovely liturgical feasts. In particular,
there are two which honor Mary, the Mother of God. On December 8“‘,
we celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. This is a holy
day of obligation and the patronal feast of our parish. We are The
Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception. Our beautiful rose
window in the choir loft depicts this title of Mary. We will have two
Masses that day at Noon and 5:15 p.m. Then, on December 12"
beginning at 5:00 p.m., we will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe. After the special Marian devotions, you are invited to a
delicious Mexican potluck dinner in the social hall. We will also enjoy
Mariachi music! Please see today’s bulletin for more details.

Once again, we are invited to participate in our Advent Giving Tree.
Please take an ornament off the tree, purchase the gifts suggested and
bring your wrapped gifts back to church to be distributed to the needy
who otherwise would have no Christmas gifts to give. If you know of
families or individuals who are in need of Christmas gifts, please let us
know.

As you can see from this bulletin, we have begun an American Sign
Language Interpreted Mass at the 11:00 a.m. Mass each Sunday. It is our
hope that eventually, many of our brothers and sisters in the deaf
community will avail themselves of this service. In the meantime, please
let others know that we offer this ministry at St. Mary’s.

In closing, I wish to thank everyone who made Fr. Micah’s 25" Jubilee
such an amazing and joy filled event! Many people put in many hours of
work to make the Liturgy and the Reception so beautiful! I know that Fr.
Micah was really touched by such an outpouring of love! Thank you so
much for your care.

Love,

S Jfaner




KEEP A WATCHFUL EYE
F* Sunday of Advent

Maybe this week’s Gospel is to “keep a watchful eye”. Especially at this time of year we can get so wrapped up with the
demands of the holiday season that we actually miss the meaning of these beautiful feasts. Maybe God is telling us to pay
attention to and reflect on our world. As we know, God’s grace is always there, sometimes it is so obvious that amid the
hustle and bustle of the season, we miss it. As we gather as a community, perhaps it would be a good idea to look around at
those that surround us and find those places of God’s grace and take advantage of the opportunity to help someone in need.
The “watchful eye” means more than awareness of grace in the present. The eye has the capacity for vision. What is our
vision of life? Do I have “tunnel vision” or can I see something of what God sees — the vast array of human possibilities?

Anyone with “a watchful eye” must be aware of a “haves and have nots” world. However, just being aware is not quite
enough. As Christians, we not only need to be aware but we must do something about it to contribute in making this a better
world. In the scriptures we are told to “stay awake; be prepared, you cannot know the day or the hour that the Lord is
coming.! Does this sound familiar? We spent the last few weeks reminding us of this. We have to put on the armor of light
to be ready. To put on Jesus and to take on the cross speaks of preparation, a making ready of oneself. This preparation that
we make daily is done for salvation’s sake so that we will be among those called into the reign of God.

By “putting on Christ” and living as Jesus did we hasten the full advent of the kingdom of God, a kingdom of justice, love
and peace. Maybe we can think about removing some of the obstacles that keep us from building this kind of a kingdom
and thereby removing some of the obstacles that keep us from living in peace and love. Yes, Advent is a time of getting
ready — are we getting ready for the right thing, with our families, our community, our neighbors?

Isaiah reminds us, if we turn to the Lord, if we pursue the Lord, if we climb the Lord’s mountain, if we listen to the Lord and
would be instructed by God’s word, if we walk in the path of the Lord, we would receive the promise of fulfillment to dwell
in the house of the Lord; a house of peace, a house of joy. Wouldn’t it be nice if we spent this Advent making our homes,
houses of peace and joy instead of ones that are stressed out and overwhelmed with demands of decorations, shopping for
food and gifts, cleaning, worrying about our financial situation and wondering how we can cover our gift situation? Perhaps
we could concentrate on what is really important. All these things are good. But it is necessary that our preparedness centers
itself on opening our hearts to allow Christ to come in. So look around and see what a gift we could be for others by merely
reaching out to those who might need a smile or a listening ear, or spending a little extra time with the sick or the lonely.
This is a season to look for gifts. Perhaps in the looking we will discover a gift for ourselves — the gift of a God waiting to be
born in us!

—Sr. Anthony Poerio, IBVM

Honor Your Mother Celebration of
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Diocese of Phoenix

St. Mary’s Basilica Hosts
ASL Interpreted Liturgy
Fach Sunday at 11:00 a.m. Mass

True to our parish Mission Statement,
St. Mary’s welcomes the whole diversity of
God’s people. Every Sunday, hundreds of
people from all walks of life and cultures celebrate the
Eucharist in our beautiful Basilica. In an effort to reach out Pre-procession 10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
and welcome our brothers and sisters who are deaf or hearing Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish (IHM)
impaired, our parish Pastoral Council has decided to include
an American Sign Language Interpreter each Sunday at the
11:00 a.m. Mass. The interpreter will sign from the front of
the church at the Shrine of Our Lady of Grace. Pews will be
reserved there for you. .Please get the word out to those who
would benefit from this new ministry. Bring them to church.
“All are welcome in this house!”

On Saturday, December 4, 2010, we will celebrate the
5™ annual Diocesan celebration of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe, known as Honor Your Mother.

Procession  12:30 p.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Procession from IHM to Diocesan Pastoral Center

Mass 2:00 p.m. Outdoor Mass in the courtyard of the
DPC. Bishop Olmsted will preside and Bishop Nevares
will be the Homilist.




THE PHOENIX SYMPHONY

The Phoenix Boys Choir
Festival of Carols

in the Basilica

seasonal favorites. Share the season with the whole family.

Friday, December 17th at 7:30 pm

The Phoenix Symphony and the Phoenix Boys Choir are coming
To St. Mary’s Basilica!!

ah The Phoenix Symphony
will be performing Candlelight Messiah
Friday, December 10th at 7:30 pm

in the Basilica
This will be a holiday experience to remember as a magnificent choir and the glorious Phoenix Symphony
Baroque Ensemble bring the impassioned music of the “Messiah” for these majestic performances.

Tickets are available only online at www.phoenixsymphony.org or by calling 602-495-1999

The Phoenix Boys Choir presents a global holiday celebration filled with new songs, traditional hymns and

A portion of the ticket sales of this performance will go toward the Pope John Paul II Memorial Pipe Organ Fund.
Tickets are only available online www.boyschoir.org or by calling 602-264-5328 x21.

The St. Mary’s Christmas
Giving Tree/
“It is in Giving That We Receive”

GIVING

Each year as we begin Advent, our parish community turns its
attention to those sisters and brothers around us who are really
having a very difficult time financially and therefore will be
unable to provide Christmas gifts for their families.
STARTING TODAY, the First Sunday of Advent, you will see
our Giving Tree decorated with ornaments listing  various gift
suggestions for children and adults. You are invited to take at
least one tag, purchase the gift listed and return your wrapped
gift to the Giving Tree before Christmas. All these gifts will be
distributed by our St. Vincent de Paul Society to needy families.
This would be a meaningful way to teach your children the true
meaning of Christmas. Thank you and God bless you!

Christmas Caroling
at St. Mary’s Basilica
Saturday, December 18th

at 6:00 p.m.
Bring Your Children, Family and Friends to this delightful
evening of Christmas cheer! Everyone is invited to gather
in the Friars’ Garden to sing traditional Christmas Carols
and share in some refreshments to help us usher in the
Christmas Season! Remember to dress warmly and bring
a candle or flash light! Come sing of “Tidings of Comfort
and Joy!" ALL ARE WELCOME!

Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Holy Day of Obligation
Wednesday, December 8th

Please join us for
Solemn Mass
at Noon and 5:15 pm
in the Basilica.

Communal Celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, December 20th
at 7:00 p.m.

Several confessors will be available in the Basilica. The
Advent message is prepare the way of the Lord. We
prepare for Christ’s coming into our daily lives, at the end
of time and in the celebration of the Incarnation at
Christmas. The best way to prepare our hearts is through
a fruitful celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
When was the last time we went to Confession? We
spend lots of time getting ready for Christmas with
shopping and cooking and decorating and partying.
Should we not take time out to prepare in the most
important way—by preparing our spirit? What a
wonderful way to enter into the Christmas Season/




Friday
December 24th, 2010
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass
5:00pm
Solemn Midnight Mass
of the Nativity of the Lord
12:00am

lory to the newborn King

Saturday
December 25th, 2010
Solemn Mass of the
Nativity of the Lord
9:00 am &
11:00am (Children’s Mass)

Sunday
December 26th, 2010
Feast of the Holy Family
9:00 and 11:00 am

Saturday
January 1st, 2011
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
10:00am

Sunday
January 2nd, 2010
Solemnity of the
Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 and 11:00am

EPIPHIANN

Sunday
January 9th, 2010
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
9:00 and 11:00am

Centering Prayer With
Fr. Luis Baldonado, O.F.M.

Centering prayer Mondays
at 7:00 pm In the Friars Chapel.

Wedding Seminar

Interested in getting married at
St. Mary’s Basilica?
Join us on Monday, November 29th at 6:30 pm in
the Parish Center. We will offer information, go over our
policies and Diocesan requirements under the new Covenant of
Love policy. This seminar is required for weddings at the
Basilica and will help you in making your wedding a memorable
and liturgically beautiful Sacrament. Pre-registration is now
required.
Please call or email the parish office to register.
602-354-2062 camela@saintmarysbasilica.org

Celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

December 12th, 5:00 p.m.

On December 9, 1531, the Virgin Mary appeared to an Indian
named Juan Diego on Tepeyac hill in Mexico. She instructed
him to have the bishop build a church on the hill. Three days
later she appeared again to Juan Diego and instructed him to
pick flowers on the hilltop and take them to the bishop as a sign
that is was the Blessed Virgin Mary who requested that a church
be built. When Juan Diego opened his cloak before the bishop,
the precious image of Mary the Mother of God, the virgin of
Guadalupe, was on his mantle. Then, the bishop believed in the
miracle. Ever since that time, millions of pilgrims have visited
the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe and found solace and
grace in the presence of this miraculous Tilma. Pope John Paul
II proclaimed Our Lady of Guadalupe the patroness of all the
Americas. Please join the parish community in a special
observance of her Feast. We will begin at 5:00 p.m. with a
Rosary Walk in the plaza and then enter the church for
Marian devotions and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.
Afterwards, come along and enjoy a potluck Mexican dinner
with Mariachi music!

Bake Sale and

"Sundaes on Sunday"
Sunday, December 5th
in the Social Hall

following the 9 & 11 am Masses
To all the marvelous “BAKERS” of St. Mary’s---
Your creative delicious cakes, cookies, pies, bars, etc..
Will be glorious blessings! A/l Proceeds from this
event will benefit St. Mary’s Basilica St. Vincent de
Paul Society.

\ 7 The Green Corner
\., Junk mail can ruin your day: 5.6 million
annual tons of ads choking mailboxes isn't

pleasant for mail-getters, and it's even harder
on the environment. This week's tips should
help you curb the volume of waste piling up
in your real-life inbox.
Visit sites such as OptOutPrescreen to remove yourself from the
hit lists of insurance and credit-card services, two of the largest
sources of junk mail. If a particular corporate culprit is
harassing you with unprovoked offers, call the company directly
and politely request that they knock it off. But the biggest step
you can take is to add your name to "Do Not Mail" lists via the
Mail Preference Service.
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Readings for the
Week of November 28, 2010

Monday: Is 4:2-6

Mt 8:5-11
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18

Mt 4:18-22
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a

Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6

Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday: Is 29:17-24

Mt 9:27-31
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26

Mt 9:35---10:1, 5a, 6-8
Next Sunday:  1s 11:1-10

Rom 15:4-9

Mt 3:1-12

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Br. Kevin Dunne, OFM (Deceased)
Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Br. Kelly Cullen, OFM (Deceased)
Sunday 11:00 a.m.

People of St. Mary’s

Monday 12:05 pm

Fr. Angus Cooper, OFM (Deceased)
Tuesday 12:05 pm

For all Fisherman

Wednesday 12:05 pm

For those suffering from the AIDS Virus
Thursday 12:05 pm

For the Homeless

Friday 12:05 pm

For the Missions in Africa

Stewardship

Weekly Offerings
November 14, 2010......$9,763.55

THE FIRST FRUITS OF YOUR LABOR
Regardless of whether you tithe or use some
other method of measure, the return you make to
God should come from the "first fruits" of your
labor. This means that your return to God comes
first, before paying all your other bills. If we give
simply from what we have left over after all our
needs are met, it is not really sacrificial. If there
is no pain in our giving, then we can be sure that
we are not giving enough.

Thank you for your generosity and support.

What’s Happening At St. Mary’s

Sunday, November 28th—First Sunday of Advent

Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center
Monday, November 29th

Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center
Wedding Information Seminar 6:30 pm Parish Center
Centering Prayer 7:00 pm Friars Chapel
Tuesday, November 30th

Feast of St. Andrew Noon Basilica
Thursday, December 2nd

Holy Hour 11:00 am & 5:00 pm Basilica
Choir Practice 7:00 pm Choir Loft
Friday, December 3rd

Memorial of St. Francis Xavier Noon Basilica
First Friday Respect Life Rosary 12:45 pm Basilica

Saturday, December 4th
Honor Your Mother Diocese Celebration 2:00 pm
Sunday, December 5th—Second Sunday of Advent

Diocese Center

Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center
Monday, December 6th

Memorial of St. Nicholas Noon Basilica
Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center
Centering Prayer 7:00 pm Friars Chapel
Tuesday, December 7th

Memorial of St. Ambrose Noon Basilica
Wednesday, December 8th—Holy Day of Obligation

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin Mary Noon & 5:15 pm Basilica
Thursday, December 9th

Memorial of St. Juan Diego Noon Basilica
Holy Hour 11:00 am & 5:00 pm Basilica
Choir Practice 7:00 pm Choir Loft
Friday, December 10th

Phoenix Symphony and

Chorus Messiah Concert 7:30 pm Basilica
Sunday, December 12th

Rite of Welcome 9:00 am Basilica
Our Lady of Guadalupe Vespers 5:00 pm Basilica
Pot Luck Dinner 6:00 pm Social Hall
Monday, December 13th

Memorial of St. Lucy Noon Basilica
Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center
Centering Prayer 7:00 pm Friars Chapel
Tuesday, December 14th

Memorial of St. John of the Cross Noon Basilica

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Every Saturday morning, members of the
Society meet in the Social Hall Kitchen to
prepare food boxes they will deliver to
families Those needing assistance my call
and leave us a message at 602-354-2097.

Donate your Vehicle
602-252-1128 I

All proceeds to benefit
St. Mary’s Basilica.




Jerome Doris Realty
Tel: 602-912-9889 ¥ Fax: 602-926-8019
jeromedoris@aim.com

Support Our Advertisers

Check the ads on this page before you check the yellow pages.

Support Your Church

Serving the Catholic Community Since 1903

(602) 840-5600
4800 E. Indian School Rd.

Place A Business Or Personal

Ad In The Parish Bulletin

Liturgical Publications

Ken Radke

1-800-950-9952 Ext 2539
kradke @41 Pi.com
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