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As children of a loving Creator, baptized into Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, St. Mary’s Faith
Community believes in the power of the Sacred Liturgy which challenges us to faithfully live out
Gospel values of peace and justice.

Following the example of Mary’s openness to God’s call and in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi,
we minister with courtesy and compassion to all people, especially the poor and marginalized.
Reflecting God’s all-inclusive love, we commit ourselves to welcome and affirm the whole
diversity of God’s people.

Our commitment includes educating and forming ourselves into a community that joyfully
celebrates our oneness in Christ. Acknowledging that all gifts come from our Creator, we seek to
become good stewards of all God’s gifts.
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Mass Schedule
Monday—Friday...................... 12:05 pm
Saturday Vigil......................o. 5:00 pm
Sunday.................. 9:00 am and 11:00 am
Holy Days............... 12:05 pm and 5:15 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday.........coooviviiiiiinn. 4:00 pm
Holy Hour and Adoration
Thursday................ 11:00 am and 5:00 pm
Parish Office Hours
Monday—Friday........... 9:00 am—4:00 pm
Saturday.................. by Appointment Only
Sunday........coooiiiiiiii Closed

Basilica Hours
Monday—Friday......... 10:00 am—4:00 pm
Saturday.................... 10:00 am—6:00 pm
Sunday.............oeeiini 8:00 am—1:00 pm

Phone Numbers
Parish Office..................... 602-354-2100
FaxX....oooooiviiiiii, 602-354-2060
Clergy and Staff

Rector and Pastor

Fr. Vincent J. Mesi, OFM...... 602-354-2072
vmesi@saintmarysbasilica.org

Parochial Vicar

Fr. Micah Muhlen, OFM....... 602-354-2070
mmuhlen@saintmarysbasilica.org

Parish Manager

Jerome Doris..................... 602-354-2069
jdoris@saintmarysbasilica.org
Administrative Assistant

Marriage Prep & Nullity Minister
Camela Fishgold................. 602-354-2062
camela@saintmarysbasilica.org

Adult Formation/RCIA Director

Sr. Anthony Poerio, IBVM.....602-354-2068
religioused@saintmarysbasilica.org

Religious Education and Baptism Director

Linda Raimundo................. 602-354-2100
Iraimundo(@saintmarysbasilica.org

Music Director

Gordon Stevenson............... 602-354-2061
gstevenson(@saintmarysbasilca.org

Via Assisi Gift Shop Manager

Br. Tito Garcia, OFM........... 602-354-2082
Gift Shop Hours

Monday —Wednesday.................... Closed

Thursday and Friday.....10:00 am—3:00 pm

Saturday................... 10:00 am—6:30 pm

Sunday........c..ooeoininil 9:00 am—1:00 pm

St. Vincent de Paul............. 602-354-2097
Parish Website

www.saintmarysbasilica.org

Dear Friends,
Peace and all Good!

St. Joseph has often been called the “forgotten saint” because he gets very little
attention in the scriptures and because we tend to focus more on Jesus and Mary.
Joseph is often depicted in Christian art as an old man, holding lilies, placidly
watching Mary and the baby Jesus. But, today’s Gospel, however, reminds us
that Joseph had a key role in the history of our redemption, both as the spouse of
Mary and the foster father of Jesus. What a strong man Joseph was! In St.
Matthew’s infancy narrative the main character other than Jesus himself is
Joseph, the husband of Mary. Joseph listens well, he keeps Mary safe from gos-
sip and he is willing to take risks. Because of his attention to the will of God and
his decisiveness and skill, he whisks Jesus and Mary away from the murdering
soldiers of King Herod, protects them in Egypt and returns with them to a new
home in Nazareth. Our upcoming celebration of Christmas is not just about the
Virgin and child but also about the husband and father. Like Joseph, we
sometimes need signs to remind us of what we know deep down to be true. Let
us prepare our hearts and minds today to be open to the signs God provides,
pointing the way to our true happiness. If your house does not have an image or
statue of St. Joseph, now is the time to purchase one and set it in a place of honor
in your home. St. Joseph, pray for us!

We have entered into the final days of Advent preparation for Christmas. In the
midst of all of that final cooking, baking, cards and shopping, I invite all of us to
take time out of our busy schedules to reflect even for a short time about the
awesome event we will celebrate on December 25" —the Incarnation. God who
is so great has humbled himself becoming one of us! To that end, I urge you to
prepare your heart in the sacrament of Reconciliation. We will have a
communal celebration of this sacrament on this Monday, December 20™
beginning at 7:00 p.m. Several confessors will be available for confessions.

Let’s take time out to prepare for Christmas in a spiritual way.

Another beautiful way to prepare for Christmas is to help decorate. The Art and
Environment Committee invites you to help them decorate the church for
Christmas this Thursday, December 23" right after the Noon Miass.
Refreshments will be served to our volunteers. Thank you for your gift of time
and talent!

Christmas and Year End Giving is not only a Catholic tradition, but Christmas
marks the beginning of the Ultimate Gift—God’s gift of His only son, Jesus
Christ. As the 3 kings presented their gifts to the newborn King, so we too
follow their example and give our own gifts of time, talent and treasure. Your
Christmas and Year End giving to the parish is an investment in the many works
and programs of this community. On behalf of our parish finance council, 1
thank you in advance for your financial generosity now and throughout the year
to our beloved St. Mary’s!

January 2" is the Solemnity of Epiphany. In commemoration of the gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh, our children are invited to bring gifts for other
children that day. These could be new or like new toys that they would like
others to enjoy. These gifts could also be clothes. Please check with your
Religious Education teachers. All the gifts will be given to the Native American
Parishes of Arizona.

Our lovely 2011 parish calendars will be blessed and distributed on the Feast of
the Holy Family, the day after Christmas! Each month will depict a liturgy or
special event at St. Mary’s. 1 think you will really love these calendars!

Much Love,

FJfaner




DO WE LISTEN TO GOD’S PLAN IN OUR LIVES?
Fourth Sunday of Advent

In today’s scriptures we get in touch more deeply with Mary and Joseph and in so doing hopefully we get in touch with
some dimensions of ourselves. Like Joseph we need to nurture that dimension that nurtures the desire to accept the Christ
who wants to be born in us. Mary always points us to Christ, and that is her role on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Mary’s
visit to her cousin Elizabeth is a reminder to us that we are to bear Christ within us, and that to do so ultimately leads us to
lay down our lives in love and service to others. The hardship of traveling to be with Elizabeth is difficult for us to
comprehend. Yet she was convinced that God had called her to be open to that willingness to follow his plan. Maybe today
might be a good day to reflect on how we sometimes avoid listening to the voice of God and his plan for us.

Both Joseph and Mary as difficult as it was, listened to God’s plan. Joseph was a quiet man who we might label as a “quiet
dismisser of justice”. He was faced with conflict but reacts without passion. Can we even imagine what he was going
through? Do things ever happen which are unjust but we “look the other way”? Sometimes we have all rationalized excuses
when we were called to do something but resisted in every human way. We also know that there would be no peace, no
inner rest until we listened to the voice of God which may have come in many different ways. Joseph had to listen to a
dream in order to know God’s plan for his life. Most of us would be a little skeptical, not willing to trust the obvious. Mary
was young and inexperienced, yet she was open to whatever God was asking her.

Advent and Christmas are a reminder that we are in an intimate relationship with the God who dwells within us. We either
grow in that relationship or we stagnate. To grow means to actively respond to God’s grace and initiative in our lives. To
bring Christ to birth in our lives means that we must respond to his presence within us, even when all outward appearances
seem to suggest that God is nowhere in sight. The challenge of today’s gospel is to accept the Christ who invites us into
relationship and to share that relationship with others who long to bring him to birth in their lives, yet need only to be shown
the way.

Our inclination might be to view this story of Jesus’ birth from one dimension, to focus exclusively on the virgin birth. If we
do this, we may miss the perspective that Jewish faith brought to this moment. For the Jewish faith saw the Spirit as the
source or God’s action in the world. It was the Spirit that enabled God’s people to recognize the word of God when they
heard it and the hand of God when they saw it. The Spirit will lead us if we allow it. Within us Jesus awaits birth. He is
within our very imperfect selves. But God who has created us in his image and likeness, has entrusted us with the Spirit of
his Son. It is up to us to nurture him as a father and bring Jesus to life within us. Let that be our gift to offer this Christmas.

—Sr. Anthony Poerio, IBVM

Catholic Diocese of Phoenix

Safe Environment Programs
We can all be part of the solution--- together we can prevent child abuse.

All priests, deacons, employees, and volunteers in ministries that serve minors are required to take Safe Environment
Training annually. All other volunteers complete Safe Environment every two years.

In the Diocese of Phoenix all volunteers must complete Called to Protect for Ministries™ as a
foundation course for Safe Environment. Called to Protect for Ministries is a 3 hour program which
will teach steps that can be taken to prevent child sexual abuse and as a component of the training
everyone is required to complete a volunteer application and Code of Ethic.

\
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The Safe Environment Coordinators for St. Mary's Basilica are Tom & Linda Raimundo.

Date: January 22, 2011
Time: 2:00 pm
Location: Saint Mary’s Basilica Social Hall
Length of Session 3 hours
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“Soup and Study Sessions” | —
The Gospel of St. Matthew

Reserve Four Wednesday Evenings: - :
January 19th and 26th and February 2nd and 9th 2011.

We will begin at 6:00 p.m. with delicious homemade soup
and continue with our class at 6:30 p.m. Begin the New
Year on the right foot! Fr. Vince will lead four prayer and
study sessions on the Gospel of St. Matthew. While on
sabbatical this past summer, he spent a month in the Holy
Land. The program was called “Rediscovering Jesus in
the Land with Matthew”. Along with scripture study, Fr.
Vince toured throughout the land of Jesus and would like
to share some of his experiences with you.

And so, please mark your
calendars now for this
opportunity to study Matthew’s

gospel and learn more about the
Holy Land.

“Be My Valentine
Dinner Dance”
Saturday, February 12, 2011
Wild Horse
Hotel and Casino

Dy

Once again this year, everyone is invited to celebrate
Valentine’s Day together at the fabulous Wild Horse
Hotel and Casino! A Welcome Reception (no host bar)
will begin at 5:00 p.m. followed by a delicious buffet
dinner prepared by Chef Howard. Then, we begin the
dancing to the music of our own disc jockey, Eliseo
Ramirez.

The price is $75 per person...Each guest will also receive
a Free Play Voucher worth $25! Come along and have
some fun! Ask anyone who went last year how delightful
it was! All proceeds from this spectacular and classy
evening will go to the St. Mary’s Pipe Organ Fund.
Tickets are on sale today in the Via Assisi Gift Shop.

Do you want the PEFECT Christmas Gift?

Do you need to get a Christmas gift for a friend, coworker, boss
or a family member and you just can’t think of what to get
them? Why not give them a St. Vincent de Paul GIFT CARD?
Not only will you save time going to the mall or thinking of
what to get them, but you will be supporting your St. Mary’s
Basilica Conference of St. Vincent de Paul and at the same time
doing something good for those that we serve ALL year long.

The gift recipient will receive a personalized gift card and
will include one of the following (minus the dollar amount)

$25.00 - This donation will feed a single person or a small
family for a month.

$50.00 - This donation will feed a large family for a month
$100.00 - This contribution will serve a large family for two
months.

These cards may be purchased in the Via Assisi Gift Shop or
office. They can also be ordered by sending a check made
payable to St. Mary’s Basilica Conference of St. Vincent de
Paul and mailed to:

St. Mary’s Basilica Conference of St. Vincent de Paul

231 North 3raStreet, Phoenix, Arizona 85004

A Thank You from Duet

From getting groceries and rides to the doctor, to health
promotion activities and support groups, Duet offers free-of-
charge help so people in need do not have to face life’s
challenges alone. We are deeply grateful for your congrega-
tion’s partnership with our interfaith cause. Your volunteer
service and support allows us to help the growing number of
homebound adults, caregivers, faith community nurses, and
grandparents raising grandchildren who are turning to us for
support. [ invite you to call Duet at 602-274-5022 or
visit www.duetaz.org to request help and to learn about
rewarding volunteer opportunities.

Wedding Seminar

Interested in getting married at
St. Mary’s Basilica?

Join us on Wednesday, December 29th at 6:30 pm in the
Parish Center. We will offer information, go over our policies
and Diocesan requirements under the new Covenant of Love
policy. This seminar is required for weddings at the Basilica
and will help you in making your wedding a memorable and
liturgically beautiful Sacrament.

Pre-registration is now required.
Please call or email the parish office to register.
602-354-2062 camela@saintmarysbasilica.org




Christmas Season Mass Schedule

Friday
December 24th, 2010
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass
5:00pm
Solemn Midnight Mass
of the Nativity of the Lord
12:00am

lory to the newborn King

Saturday
December 25th, 2010
Solemn Mass of the
Nativity of the Lord
9:00 am &
11:00am (Children’s Homily)

Sunday
December 26th, 2010
Feast of the Holy Family
9:00 and 11:00 am

Friday
December 31st, 2010
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
Vigil Mass 5:00pm

Saturday
January 1st, 2011
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God
10:00am

Sunday
January 2nd, 2010
Solemnity of the
Epiphany of the Lord
9:00 and 11:00am

Sunday
January 9th, 2010
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
9:00 and 11:00am

Centering Prayer With
Fr. Luis Baldonado, O.F.M.

Centering prayer Mondays
at 7:00 pm In the Friars Chapel.

Christmas Caroling
at St. Mary’s Basilica
Saturday, December 18th

at 6:00 p.m.

&.w Bring Your Children, Family and Friends to
this delightful evening of Christmas cheer!
Everyone is invited to gather in the Friars’ Garden to sing
traditional Christmas Carols and share in some refreshments to
help us usher in the Christmas Season! Remember to dress
warmly and bring a candle or flash light! Come sing of
“Tidings of Comfort and Joy!"

ALL ARE WELCOME)!

Communal Celebration of the

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Monday, December 20th
at 7:00 p.m.

Several confessors will be available in the Basilica. The
Advent message is prepare the way of the Lord. We prepare
for Christ’s coming into our daily lives, at the end of time and
in the celebration of the Incarnation at Christmas. The best
way to prepare our hearts is through a fruitful celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. When was the last time we went
to Confession? We spend lots of time getting ready for
Christmas with shopping and cooking and decorating and
partying. Should we not take time out to prepare in the most
important way—by preparing our spirit?
What a wonderful way to begin the Christmas Season!

D O 0 The Green Corner

C— 1 U—1 U—7 Do you see a lot of waste going on at
N gl 7 your children’s schools? This week’s
‘288" tips are about how to help green your
CAS * local educational institutions.

Dozens of people in your neighborhood make the same trip
each morning and afternoon to get their kids to and from
school. If it isn’t feasible for your child to walk, bike, or take a
bus, team up with your neighbors to safely fit as many students
into one vehicle per trip. Each driver can claim a weekday;
you’ll get points for reducing pollution and for
community-building — and you’ll find yourself with some
extra time most days of the week.




Dyge 6 Grarth Dncluy of Helent
Readings for the What’s Happening At St. Mary’s
Week of December 19, 2010 Saturday, December 18¢h
Monday: Is 7:10-14 Christmas Sing-a-L.ong 6:00 pm Friars Garden
Lk 1:26-38 Sunday, December 19th—Fourth Sunday of Advent
Tuesday: Sg2:8-14 Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center
Lk 1:39-45 Monday, December 20th
Wednesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28 Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center
LKk 1:46-56 Advent Reconciliation Liturgy 7:00 pm Basilica
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 Thursday, December 23rd
LKk 1:57-66 Church Decorating 1:00 pm Basilica
Friday Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 [Tiday, December 24th N
Lk 1:67-79 Weekday Mass 7:30 am Basilica
Saturday Vigil: s 62:1-5 Christmas Vigil Mass 5:00 pm Basilica
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 Saturday, December 25th—Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Mt 1:1-25 Solemn Mass Midnight Basilica
Midnight: Is9:1-6 Solemn Mass 9:00 & 11:00 am Basilica
Ti2:11-14 Sunday, December 26th—Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Lk 2:1-14 Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center
Day: Is 52:7-10 Monday, December 27th
Heb 1:1-6 Feast of St. John Noon Basilica
Jn1:1-18 Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center
Next Sunday: Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 Centering Prayer 7:00 pm Friars Chapel
Col 3:12-21 Tuesday, December 28th 3
Mt 2:13-15. 19-23 Feast of the Holy Innocents Noon Basilica
’ Wednesday, December 29th
Mass Intentions for the Week Wedding Information Seminar 6:30 pm Parish Center

Saturday 5:00 p.m.

Mary Rachford

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

Ronaldo Spyker (Deceased)
Sunday 11:00 a.m.

People of St. Mary’s
Monday 12:05 pm

Gloria Dusek (Deceased)
Tuesday 12:05 pm

Kathy Campbell (Living)
Wednesday 12:05 pm

Fr. Maurus Kelly, OFM (Deceased)
Thursday 12:05 pm

The Patrick Jenkins Family
Friday 7:30 am

Thomas Becker (Deceased)
Friday 5:00 pm

People of St. Mary’s

Stewardship
Your Parish’s Account for week ending
December 5th, 2010
Total expenses to run St. Mary’s Basilica: $12,721.00
Total Contributed in plate collection: $8,933.00
Shortfall amount of: $3,788.00

Please always consider your pledge as we all
work to close this gap.

Thursday, December 30th

Holy Hour 11:00 am & 5:00 pm Basilica
Friday, December 3Ist—Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Vigil Mass 5:00 pm Basilica
Saturday, January Ist—Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Solemn Mass 9:00 & 11:00 am Basilica
Sunday, January 2nd—Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

Solemn Mass 9:00 & 11:00 am Basilica
Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center
Monday, January 3rd

Memorial of the Holy Name of Jesus Noon Basilica
Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center
Centering Prayer 7:00 pm Friars Chapel
Pastoral Council 7:00 pm Parish Center
Tuesday, January 4th

Memorial of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Noon Basilica
Wednesday, January 5th

Memorial of St. John Neumann Noon Basilica
Thursday, January 6th

Holy Hour 11:00 am & 5:00 pm Basilica
Choir Practice 7:00 pm Choir Loft

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Every Saturday morning, members of the
Society meet in the Social Hall Kitchen to
prepare food boxes they will deliver to
families Those needing assistance my call
and leave us a message at 602-354-2097.

Donate your Vehicle
602-252-1128 Wi

All proceeds to benefit
St. Mary’s Basilica.




Jerome Doris Realty
Tel: 602-912-9889 » Fax: 602-926-8019
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Vanquish Studio
Photography ¢
Photo Manipulation

Rebecca Sachse
parish member

Find out how far
your heart can reach.

Millions of people overseas
depend on you. Please help.

o Lifewatch helps people who live
alone keep their independence.

’ w You're Never Alone With Lifewatch!

Nationwide Service. ﬂ)

1-877-help-CRS ersonal Carmg Service Since 1980, Discoun ts
Lifewatch, the Personal Emergency Response System, can get

www.crs.org/ch !

you help with just a press of the lightweight waterproof button!|

4 TOLL FREE 1-800-998-3601
| Catholic Relief Services serves the poor www.Lifewatch-USA.com

\ _ in over 100 countries around the world. LIFEWatCh USA s

Persoral Caring Service Snce 1980

Support Our Advertisers

Check the ads on this page before you check the yellow pages.

%itlrg}%’ Support Your Church

Funeral Home

P o 1 Place A Business Or Personal
Cancer Information Service

‘ 1-800-4 CANCER Ad In The Parish Bulletin

Trained staff member or volunteer gives confidential answers 7
to caller questions on a variety of subjects from cancer
detection and treatment to coping with this disease. ;?qr— =

Liturgical Publications iy

Ken Radke

kradke @ 41 Pi.com
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¥Highly respected
Level 1 Pediatric
Trauma Center

JosePH A. LosADA
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
St. MaryOs Parishioner

602-769-9838

¥ 24/7 Pediatric

Find out more about
the Arizona ChildrenOs Center at

Emergency Departmg

AccounTiNG B Tx B ONSULTING | www.mihs.org or by callings02-344-5051

Bring this coupon:
$9.95
Oil Change!

“Come Drive With Us”

Only 13 miles from St. MaryOs (I-10 and 101 Ldop)
¥ Lowest Sales Tax to purchase a vehicle

Call Pat or Trudy @ 888-583-77.

Firealds
BDRE"

ao)n

Chrts Finibrez

or email tveein@avandalelissdis.cam oo plafranibbize@AisadalaNissdalediis:

Flocrfng
53

’7".4

| ¥ Each Purchase we give a $50 donation to St. MaryOs
: ¥ We proudly have donated 3 vehicles to St. MaryOs over the pgst 6 yr

2 Locations to Serve
Your fami/g

La Paz Funeral Home
935 E. Indian School Rd.

La Paz South Chapel
1551 W. Van Buren St.

602.266.5558 602.743.1000

Complete Car Care ¥ CertiPed Technicians

Japanese & European Imports, Domestic Cars,
Light Trucks & SUVs

Matt AllenBOwner (602) 266-0200
www.virginia-autoservice.com

386 E. Virginia Ave. ¥ Phoenix, AZ 85004

This space available
For a price quote call

Ken Radke
at 1-800-950-9952 Ext 2539

Email: kradke@4LPi.com

HIRING NOW!!

Advertising Sales Opportunitie

Liturgical Publications Inc

¥ Prior Outside Sales
Experience Necessary

($399 Value)

FREE MEMBERSHIP

I'a Bayiag Croap Of 100,000 Busieesses

With Aa Ad O« s Bulletia

Cal!
ext. #2539

mail: jradke@4\Pi.com

Mea Radde ac 1-800-950-9952

Support Our Advertisers

Check the ads on this page before you check the yellow pages.

©2010

FORAD INFO CALL 1-800-950-9952

www.4LPi.com

¥ Bilingual (English & Spanish)
ABig Plus

¥ Base Pay - Plus Commissions
& Bonuses

¥ Medical & Dental Insurance -
Flexben Benelts

¥ Generous 401K Employer

Sr. MARY BasiLicaPHoENIX AZ

Matching Contributions
¥ Paid Vacation
¥ Paid Holidays
¥Travel Required
email: jtrudgeon@4LPi.com

for more information or call Jim af
1-800-950-9952 ext. 2472
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