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As children of a loving Creator, baptized into Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, St. Mary’s Faith 

Community believes in the power of the Sacred Liturgy which challenges us to faithfully live out 

Gospel  values of peace and justice. 

 

Following the example of Mary’s openness to God’s call and in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi, 

we minister with courtesy and compassion to all people, especially the poor and  marginalized. 

Reflecting God’s all-inclusive love, we commit ourselves to welcome and affirm the whole 

diversity of God’s people. 

 

Our commitment includes educating and forming ourselves into a community that joyfully 

celebrates our oneness in Christ. Acknowledging that all gifts come from our Creator,  we seek to 

become good stewards of all God’s gifts. 
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Mass Schedule 

Monday—Friday………………….12:05 pm 

Saturday Vigil……………………...5:00 pm 

Sunday………………9:00 am and 11:00 am 

Holy Days…………...12:05 pm and 5:15 pm 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Saturday…………………………….4:00 pm 

Holy Hour and Adoration 

Thursday…………….11:00 am and 5:00 pm 

 

Parish Office Hours 

Monday—Friday………..9:00 am—4:00 pm 

Saturday……………...by Appointment Only 

Sunday……………………………….Closed 

Basilica Hours 

Monday—Friday………10:00 am—4:00 pm 

Saturday………………..10:00 am—6:00 pm 

Sunday…………………..8:00 am—1:00 pm 

Phone Numbers 

Parish Office…………………602-354-2100 

Fax…………………………...602-354-2060 

Clergy and Staff 

Rector and Pastor 

Fr. Vincent J. Mesi, OFM…... 602-354-2072 

vmesi@saintmarysbasilica.org 

Parochial Vicar 

Fr. Micah Muhlen, OFM…….602-354-2070 

mmuhlen@saintmarysbasilica.org 

Parish Manager 

Jerome Doris…………………602-354-2069 

jdoris@saintmarysbasilica.org 

Administrative Assistant 

Marriage Prep & Nullity Minister 

Camela Fishgold……………..602-354-2062 

camela@saintmarysbasilica.org 

Adult Formation/RCIA Director 

Sr. Anthony Poerio, IBVM…..602-354-2068 

religioused@saintmarysbasilica.org 

Religious Education and Baptism Director 

Linda Raimundo……………..602-354-2100 

lraimundo@saintmarysbasilica.org 

Music Director 

Gordon Stevenson…………...602-354-2061 

gstevenson@saintmarysbasilca.org 

Via Assisi Gift Shop Manager 

Br. Tito Garcia, OFM………..602-354-2082 

Gift Shop Hours 

Monday –Wednesday………………..Closed 

Thursday and Friday…..10:00 am—3:00 pm 

Saturday……………….10:00 am—6:30 pm 

Sunday………………….9:00 am—1:00 pm 

St. Vincent de Paul……….…602-354-2097 

Parish Website 

www.saintmarysbasilica.org 

Dear Friends, 

 

Peace and all Good! 

 

St. Joseph has often been called the “forgotten saint” because he gets very little 

attention in the scriptures and because we tend to focus more on Jesus and Mary.  

Joseph is often depicted in Christian art as an old man, holding lilies, placidly 

watching Mary and the baby Jesus.  But, today’s Gospel, however, reminds us 

that Joseph had a key role in the history of our redemption, both as the spouse of 

Mary and the foster father of Jesus.  What a strong man Joseph was!  In St.   

Matthew’s infancy narrative the main character other than Jesus himself is    

Joseph, the husband of Mary.  Joseph listens well, he keeps Mary safe from gos-

sip and he is willing to take risks.  Because of his attention to the will of God and 

his decisiveness and skill, he whisks Jesus and Mary away from the murdering 

soldiers of King Herod, protects them in Egypt and returns with them to a new 

home in Nazareth.  Our upcoming celebration of Christmas is not just about the 

Virgin and child but also about the husband and father. Like Joseph, we      

sometimes need signs to remind us of what we know deep down to be true.  Let 

us prepare our hearts and minds today to be open to the signs God provides, 

pointing the way to our true happiness. If your house does not have an image or 

statue of St. Joseph, now is the time to purchase one and set it in a place of honor 

in your home.  St. Joseph, pray for us! 

 

We have entered into the final days of Advent preparation for Christmas.  In the 

midst of all of that final cooking, baking, cards and shopping, I invite all of us to 

take time out of our busy schedules to reflect even for a short time about the 

awesome event we will celebrate on December 25

th

—the Incarnation.  God who 

is so great has humbled himself becoming one of us! To that end, I urge you to 

prepare your heart in the sacrament of Reconciliation.  We will have a          

communal celebration of this sacrament on this Monday, December 20

th

        

beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Several confessors will be available for confessions.  

Let’s take time out to prepare for Christmas in a spiritual way. 

 

Another beautiful way to prepare for Christmas is to help decorate.  The Art and 

Environment Committee invites you to help them decorate the church for   

Christmas this Thursday, December 23

rd

 right after the Noon Mass.                

Refreshments will be served to our volunteers.  Thank you for your gift of time 

and talent! 

 

Christmas and Year End Giving is not only a Catholic tradition, but Christmas 

marks the beginning of the Ultimate Gift—God’s gift of His only son, Jesus 

Christ.  As the 3 kings presented their gifts to the newborn King, so we too    

follow their example and give our own gifts of time, talent and treasure.  Your 

Christmas and Year End giving to the parish is an investment in the many works 

and programs of this community.  On behalf of our parish finance council, I 

thank you in advance for your financial generosity now and throughout the year 

to our beloved St. Mary’s! 

 

January 2

nd

 is the Solemnity of Epiphany.  In commemoration of the gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh, our children are invited to bring gifts for other 

children that day.  These could be new or like new toys that they would like  

others to enjoy.  These gifts could also be clothes.  Please check with your     

Religious Education teachers. All the gifts will be given to the Native American 

Parishes of Arizona. 

 

Our lovely 2011 parish calendars will be blessed and distributed on the Feast of 

the Holy Family, the day after Christmas! Each month will depict a liturgy or 

special event at St. Mary’s.  I think you will really love these calendars! 

 

Much Love, 
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DO WE LISTEN TO GOD’S PLAN IN OUR LIVES? 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

In today’s scriptures we get in touch more deeply with Mary and Joseph and in so doing hopefully we get in touch with 

some dimensions of ourselves. Like Joseph we need to nurture that dimension that nurtures the desire to accept the Christ 

who wants to be born in us.  Mary always points us to Christ, and that is her role on the fourth Sunday of Advent. Mary’s 

visit to her cousin Elizabeth is a reminder to us that we are to bear Christ within us, and that to do so ultimately leads us to 

lay down our lives in love and service to others. The hardship of traveling to be with Elizabeth is difficult for us to         

comprehend. Yet she was convinced that God had called her to be open to that willingness to follow his plan. Maybe today 

might be a good day to reflect on how we sometimes avoid listening to the voice of God and his plan for us. 

 

Both Joseph and Mary as difficult as it was, listened to God’s plan. Joseph was a quiet man who we might label as a “quiet 

dismisser of justice”. He was faced with conflict but reacts without passion. Can we even imagine what he was going 

through? Do things ever happen which are unjust but we “look the other way”? Sometimes we have all rationalized excuses 

when we were called to do something but resisted in every human way. We also know that there would be no peace, no   

inner rest until we listened to the voice of God which may have come in many different ways. Joseph had to listen to a 

dream in order to know God’s plan for his life.  Most of us would be a little skeptical, not willing to trust the obvious. Mary 

was young and inexperienced, yet she was open to whatever God was asking her. 

 

Advent and Christmas are a reminder that we are in an intimate relationship with the God who dwells within us. We either 

grow in that relationship or we stagnate. To grow means to actively respond to God’s grace and initiative in our lives.  To 

bring Christ to birth in our lives means that we must respond to his presence within us, even when all outward appearances 

seem to suggest that God is nowhere in sight.  The challenge of today’s gospel is to accept the Christ who invites us into 

relationship and to share that relationship with others who long to bring him to birth in their lives, yet need only to be shown 

the way. 

 

Our inclination might be to view this story of Jesus’ birth from one dimension, to focus exclusively on the virgin birth. If we 

do this, we may miss the perspective that Jewish faith brought to this moment.  For the Jewish faith saw the Spirit as the 

source or God’s action in the world.  It was the Spirit that enabled God’s people to recognize the word of God when they 

heard it and the hand of God when they saw it. The Spirit will lead us if we allow it. Within us Jesus awaits birth.  He is 

within our very imperfect selves.  But God who has created us in his image and likeness, has entrusted us with the Spirit of 

his Son.  It is up to us to nurture him as a father and bring Jesus to life within us. Let that be our gift to offer this Christmas. 

 

—Sr. Anthony Poerio, IBVM 

Catholic Diocese of Phoenix 

Safe Environment Programs 

We can all be part of the solution--- together we can prevent child abuse. 

 

All priests, deacons, employees, and volunteers in ministries that serve minors are required to take Safe Environment   

Training annually. All other volunteers complete Safe Environment every two years. 

 

In the Diocese of Phoenix all volunteers must complete Called to Protect for Ministries™ as a 

foundation course for Safe Environment. Called to Protect for Ministries is a 3 hour program which 

will teach steps that can be taken to prevent child sexual abuse and as a component of the training 

everyone is required to complete a volunteer application and Code of Ethic. 

 

The Safe Environment Coordinators for St. Mary's Basilica are Tom & Linda Raimundo. 

 

Date: January 22, 2011 

Time: 2:00 pm 

Location: Saint Mary’s Basilica Social Hall  

Length of Session 3 hours 
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Do you want the PEFECT Christmas Gift?  

Do you need to get a Christmas gift for a friend, coworker, boss 

or a family member and you just can’t think of what to get 

them? Why not give them a St. Vincent de Paul GIFT CARD? 

Not only will you save time going to the mall or thinking of 

what to get them, but you will be supporting your St. Mary’s 

Basilica Conference of St. Vincent de Paul and at the same time 

doing something good for those that we serve ALL year long. 
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“Soup and Study Sessions” 

The Gospel of St. Matthew 

 

Reserve Four Wednesday Evenings:  

January 19th and 26th  and February 2nd and  9th 2011. 

 

We will begin at 6:00 p.m. with delicious homemade soup 

and continue with our class at 6:30 p.m. Begin the New 

Year on the right foot!  Fr. Vince will lead four prayer and 

study sessions on the Gospel of St. Matthew.  While on 

sabbatical this past summer, he spent a month in the Holy 

Land.  The program was called “Rediscovering Jesus in 

the Land with Matthew”.  Along with scripture study, Fr. 

Vince toured throughout the land of Jesus and would like 

to share some of his experiences with you.   

 

And so, please mark your        

ca l enda r s  no w f o r  th i s             

opportunity to study Matthew’s 

gospel and learn more about the 

Holy Land. 

“Be My Valentine  

Dinner Dance” 

Saturday, February 12, 2011 

Wild Horse  

Hotel and Casino 

 

Once again this year, everyone is invited to celebrate  

Valentine’s Day together at the fabulous Wild Horse   

Hotel and Casino!  A Welcome Reception (no host bar) 

will begin at 5:00 p.m. followed by a delicious buffet    

dinner prepared by Chef Howard.  Then, we begin the 

dancing to the music of our own disc jockey, Eliseo     

Ramirez.   

The price is $75 per person...Each guest will also receive 

a Free Play Voucher worth $25!  Come along and have 

some fun!  Ask anyone who went last year how delightful 

it was!  All proceeds from this spectacular and classy  

evening will go to the St. Mary’s Pipe Organ Fund.     

Tickets are on sale today in the Via Assisi Gift Shop. 

Wedding Seminar 

 

Interested in getting married at  

St. Mary’s Basilica? 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday, December 29th at 6:30 pm in the 

Parish Center. We will offer information, go over our policies 

and Diocesan requirements under the new Covenant of Love 

policy. This seminar is required for weddings at the Basilica 

and will help you in making your wedding a memorable and 

liturgically beautiful Sacrament.    

 

Pre-registration is now required.  

Please call or email the parish office to register.   

602-354-2062  camela@saintmarysbasilica.org 

A Thank You from Duet  

From getting groceries and rides to the doctor, to health        

promotion activities and support groups, Duet offers free-of-

charge help so people in need do not have to face life’s        

challenges alone. We are deeply grateful for your congrega-

tion’s partnership with our interfaith cause. Your volunteer   

service and support allows us to help the growing number of 

homebound adults, caregivers, faith community nurses, and 

grandparents raising grandchildren who are turning to us for 

support. I invite you to call Duet at 602-274-5022 or 

visit  www.duetaz.org to request help and to learn about       

rewarding volunteer opportunities.  
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The Green Corner 

Do you see a lot of waste going on at 

your children’s schools? This week’s 

tips are about how to help green your 

local  educat ional  ins t i tut ions .  

 

 

Dozens of people in your neighborhood make the same trip 

each morning and afternoon to get their kids to and from 

school. If it isn’t feasible for your child to walk, bike, or take a 

bus, team up with your neighbors to safely fit as many students 

into one vehicle per trip. Each driver can claim a weekday; 

you’ll get points for reducing pollution and for                   

community-building — and you’ll find yourself with some 

extra time most days of the week. 

Centering Prayer With  

Fr. Luis Baldonado, O.F.M. 

Centering prayer Mondays 

at 7:00 pm In the Friars Chapel. 

Christmas Season Mass Schedule 

 

Friday 

December 24th, 2010 

Christmas Eve Vigil Mass  

5:00pm 

Solemn Midnight Mass 

of the Nativity of the Lord   

12:00am 

 

 

Saturday 

December 25th, 2010 

Solemn Mass of the  

Nativity of the Lord    

9:00 am & 

 11:00am (Children’s Homily) 

 

 

Sunday 

December 26th, 2010 

Feast of the Holy Family   

9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

 

Friday 

December 31st, 2010 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God 

Vigil Mass 5:00pm 

 

 

Saturday 

January 1st, 2011 

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God    

10:00am 

 

 

Sunday 

January 2nd, 2010 

Solemnity of the  

Epiphany of the Lord    

9:00 and 11:00am 

 

 

 

Sunday 

January 9th, 2010 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord  

9:00 and 11:00am 

Christmas Caroling   

at St. Mary’s Basilica 

Saturday, December 18th  

at 6:00 p.m. 

Bring Your Children, Family and Friends to 

this delightful evening of Christmas cheer! 

Everyone is invited to gather in the Friars’ Garden to sing 

traditional Christmas Carols and share in some refreshments to 

help us usher in the Christmas Season!  Remember to dress 

warmly and bring a candle or flash light!  Come sing of 

“Tidings of Comfort and Joy!"             

 

ALL ARE WELCOME!!! 

Communal Celebration of the  

Sacrament of  Reconciliation 

Monday, December 20th   

at 7:00 p.m. 

Several confessors will be available in the Basilica. The      

Advent message is prepare the way of the Lord.  We prepare 

for Christ’s coming into our daily lives, at the end of time and 

in the celebration of the Incarnation at Christmas.  The best 

way to prepare our hearts is through a fruitful celebration of the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation.  When was the last time we went 

to Confession?  We spend lots of time getting ready for    

Christmas with shopping and cooking and decorating and 

partying. Should we not take time out to prepare in the most 

important way—by preparing our spirit?  

What a wonderful way to begin the Christmas Season! 
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What’s Happening At St. Mary’s 

 

Saturday, December 18th 

Christmas Sing-a-Long 6:00 pm Friars Garden 

Sunday, December 19th—Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center 

Monday, December 20th 

Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center 

Advent Reconciliation Liturgy 7:00 pm Basilica 

Thursday, December 23rd 

Church Decorating 1:00 pm Basilica 

Friday, December 24th 

Weekday Mass 7:30 am Basilica 

Christmas Vigil Mass 5:00 pm Basilica 

Saturday, December 25th—Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

Solemn Mass Midnight Basilica 

Solemn Mass 9:00 & 11:00 am Basilica 

Sunday, December 26th—Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center 

Monday, December 27th 

Feast of St. John Noon Basilica 

Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center 

Centering Prayer 7:00 pm Friars Chapel 

Tuesday, December 28th 

Feast of the Holy Innocents Noon Basilica 

Wednesday, December 29th 

Wedding Information Seminar 6:30 pm Parish Center 

Thursday, December 30th 

Holy Hour 11:00 am & 5:00 pm Basilica 

Friday, December 31st—Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Vigil Mass 5:00 pm Basilica 

Saturday, January 1st—Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Solemn Mass 9:00 & 11:00 am Basilica 

Sunday, January 2nd—Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

Solemn Mass 9:00 & 11:00 am Basilica 

Legion of Mary 9:00 am Parish Center 

Monday, January 3rd 

Memorial of the Holy Name of Jesus Noon Basilica 

Count Team 6:00 pm Parish Center 

Centering Prayer 7:00 pm Friars Chapel 

Pastoral Council 7:00 pm Parish Center 

Tuesday, January 4th 

Memorial of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Noon Basilica 

Wednesday, January 5th 

Memorial of St. John Neumann Noon Basilica 

Thursday, January 6th 

Holy Hour 11:00 am & 5:00 pm Basilica 

Choir Practice 7:00 pm Choir Loft 

Readings for the  

Week of December 19, 2010 

 

Monday:   Is 7:10-14 

   Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday:   Sg 2:8-14  

   Lk 1:39-45 

Wednesday:  1 Sm 1:24-28 

   Lk 1:46-56 

Thursday:   Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 

   Lk 1:57-66 

Friday Morning:  2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 

   Lk 1:67-79 

Saturday Vigil:  Is 62:1-5 

   Acts 13:16-17, 22-25 

   Mt 1:1-25  

Midnight:    Is 9:1-6 

   Ti 2:11-14 

   Lk 2:1-14 

Day:    Is 52:7-10 

   Heb 1:1-6 

   Jn 1:1-18  

Next Sunday:  Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 

   Col 3:12-21  

   Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Mass Intentions for the Week 

 

Saturday 5:00 p.m.    

Mary Rachford 

Sunday  9:00 a.m. 

Ronaldo Spyker (Deceased) 

Sunday 11:00 a.m. 

People of St. Mary’s 

Monday 12:05 pm 

Gloria Dusek (Deceased) 

Tuesday 12:05 pm 

Kathy Campbell (Living) 

Wednesday 12:05 pm 

Fr. Maurus Kelly, OFM (Deceased) 

Thursday 12:05 pm 

The Patrick Jenkins Family 

Friday 7:30 am 

Thomas Becker (Deceased) 

Friday 5:00 pm 

People of St. Mary’s 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Every Saturday morning, members of the  

Society meet in the Social Hall Kitchen to 

prepare food boxes they will deliver to    

families Those needing assistance my call 

and leave us a message at 602-354-2097. 

Donate your Vehicle  

602-252-1128 

 

All proceeds to benefit  

St. Mary’s Basilica.  

Stewardship 

Your Parish’s Account for week ending 

December 5th, 2010 

Total expenses to run St. Mary’s Basilica: $12,721.00 

Total Contributed in plate collection:           $8,933.00 

Shortfall amount of:                                              $3,788.00 

Please always consider your pledge as we all 

work to close this gap. 
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