
 
Solemn Vespers 

 
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

January 2, 2010 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Basilica 
 
 
 

 
  
 



Motet: Adoramus Te, Christe (Sung by Choir) 
 
  Adoramus Te, Christe,   We adore you, O Christ, 
  Et benedicimus tibi.    And we bless you. 
  Quia per sanctam crucem tuam  Because by your holy Cross 
  Redemisti mundum.    You have redeemed the world. 
  

  (T. Dubois, 1837-1924) 
 
Introduction to the Hour 
 
 
Presider: 
 
 
 
ALL: 



Opening Hymn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 110 
 
 Antiphon: He comes in splendour, the King who is our peace; 
    he is supreme over all the kings of the earth. 
 
 
 
   
 

(The Assembly chants the verses in bold) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  The Lord’s revelation to my Master: “Sit on my right: 
  Your foes I will put beneath your feet.” 
 
  The Lord will wield from Zion your scepter of power: 
  Rule in the midst of all your foes. 
 
  A prince from the day of your birth on the holy mountains; 
  From the womb before the dawn I begot you. 
 
  The Lord has sworn an oath he will not change; 
  “You are a priest for ever, a priest like Melchizedek of old.” 
 
  The Master standing at your right hand 
  will shatter kings in the day of his great wrath. 
 
  He shall drink from the stream by the wayside 
  and therefore he shall lift up his head. 
 
  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
  And to the Holy Spirit; 
 
  As it was in the beginning, is now, 
  And will be for ever, Amen. 



Psalm 112 
 
 Antiphon: Rise up in splendour, your light has come, 
    the glory of the Lord shines  upon you. 
 
 
 
 
 

(The Assembly chants the verses in bold) 

 

Happy those who fear God 
and joyfully keep his commandments. 
 
Their children shall  
be powers on earth; 
Each generation of the upright 
will be blessed. 
 
There will be riches and wealth  
for their families, 
and their righteousness 
stands firm for ever. 
 
Even in the darkness, 
light dawns for the upright, 
for the merciful, compassionate 
and righteous. 
 
These good of heart lend graciously, 
Handling their affairs with honour. 
 
Kept safe by virtue, they are  
always steadfast, 
and leave an everlasting 
memory behind them. 
 

With a trusting heart and  
confidence in God, 
They need never fear evil news. 
 
Steadfast in heart they 
overcome their fears; 
in the end they will triumph 
over their enemies. 
 
Quick to be generous, they 
give to the poor; 
their righteousness stands 
firm for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
And will be for ever, Amen. 



Canticle: Revelation 15: 3-4 
 
 Antiphon: Lord, every nation on earth ‘ will adore you. 
 
   
 
 
 

(The Assembly chants the verses in bold) 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Great and amazing are your deeds, 
 Lord God the Almighty, 
 
 Just and true are your ways, 
 King of the nations. 
 
 Lord, who will not fear and glorify your name? 
 For you alone are holy. 
 
 All nations will come and worship before you, 
 For your judgments have been revealed. 
 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
 And to the Holy Spirit, 
 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, 
 And will be forever, Amen. 
   



Scripture Reading:    
 
Titus 3: 4-7 
 

When the kindness and love of God our Saviour appeared, he saved us; not  
because of any righteous deeds we had done, but because of his mercy.  He saved 
us through the baptism of new birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  This Spirit he 
lavished on us through Jesus Christ our Saviour, that we might be justified by his 
grace and become heirs, in hope, of eternal life. 
 
 
 
Silent Reflection 
 
 
 
 
Franciscan Reading:  
 
Bonaventure, The Major Legend of Saint Francis 
 

In an outpouring of kindness, the Most High looked upon Francis, a little, poor, 
and contrite man.  God not only lifted the needy man from the dust of a worldly 
life; but also gave him as a light for believers, a practitioner, a leader, and a herald 
of Gospel perfection, that by bearing witness to the light he might prepare for the 
Lord a way of light and peace to the hearts of the faithful.  Shining with the  
splendour of his life and teaching, like the morning star in the midst of the clouds, 
by his resplendent rays he guided into the light those sitting in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, and like the rainbow shining among clouds of glory, he made 
manifest in himself the sign of the Lord’s covenant. 
 
 
 
 
Silent Reflection 
 
 
 



Homily 
 
 
 
 
Responsory 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Word was made flesh, alleluia, alleluia, 
 And dwelt among us, alleluia, alleluia; 
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
  
 
 



Canticle of Mary 
 

  
 
 
  
 
Antiphon:  They were overjoyed at seeing the star;    
    and on entering the house,  
    they saw the child with Mary his Mother. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     
 
 



Intercessions 
 
 After each intercession, all respond: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Father 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



Concluding Prayer  
 
 God our Father, you revealed your Son to the nations 
 by the guidance of a star. 
 Lead us to your glory in heaven by the light of faith. 
 We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, for ever and ever,  
 Amen. 
 
Blessing 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal 

 
 
 
 

  
   

  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



Antiphon to Our Lady 


